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Careers in Geospatial 
Technology

Panelists:
Celia Cornett, Portland Water Bureau
David Drescher, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Rafael Gutierrez, SWCA Environmental Consultants
Tim Nortz, Watershed Sciences
Molly Vogt, City of Gresham
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Links
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www.usajobs.gov

Why GIS

• Decide why you want to learn GIS
• Fork in the road decision
• Do GIS
• Use GIS
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Drescher’s words of wisdom
• Entry level does not equal grunt work.  You get out of 

something what you put into it.
• Don’t come to an interview without samples or a pad of paper to 

write notes on.
• Accept conflicting, changing deadlines
• Put yourself in the place of the person asking for the product
• Never assume something is done once
• The map is the door prize.  10% of the work but often times the 

most important.
• GIS is a service industry
• Think at multiple scales, multiple levels
• You can only sample from the smorgasbord table for so long
• Design with Nature, Ian McHarg, 1969.  Read it!
• Be curious about everything

Conboy Lake NWR


